
  

Name: K.Calzada Magana, V.Santos, A.Sin, C.Drake 

Lesson Title: 

Bringing Arts to the Community 

Creating Site Specific Public Art 

Grade Level: 

 11th & 12th  

 

Vocab, Art History, Interdisciplinary Connections 

Artist/Culture/Movement Connections: 

Olafur Eliasson, Maya Ying Lin, Diego Rivera 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

SC History, Math, Language Arts 

Art Vocabulary: 

Public art, Site Specific Art,  Proposal, Concept, 

Land Art, Muralist, Concept Art,  

Elements/Principles of Art: 

Space, Line, Shape, Balance, Unity, Color, 

Texture, Harmony  

 

Media and Materials needed: 

Paint, Paper, Pencils, Markers, Pens, Smartphone or Tablet with Snapchat, Erasers, Computer and 

Internet access, Murals and Site Specific Art examples, Projector, Books. 

  

Content Standards  

  

CREATING—Anchor Standard 1: Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work. 

1.1 Enduring Understanding: Creativity and innovative thinking are essential life skills that can be 

developed. 

Essential Questions: What conditions, attitudes, and behaviors support creativity and innovative 

thinking? What factors prevent or encourage people to take creative risks? How does collaboration 

expand the creative process? 

Process Component: Imagine, Plan, Make 

CREATING—Anchor Standard 2: Organize and develop artistic ideas and work. 

2.3 Enduring Understanding: People create and interact with objects, places, and design that 

define, shape, enhance, and empower their lives. 

Essential Questions: How do objects, places, and design shape lives and communities? How do 

artists and designers determine goals for designing or redesigning objects, places, or systems? How 

do artists and designers create works of art or design that communicate effectively? 

Process Component: Investigate 

PRESENTING—Anchor Standard 6: Convey meaning through the presentation of artistic work. 

Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, preserved, or presented either 

by artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a record of social, cultural, and 

political experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and understanding. 

Essential Questions: What is an art museum? How does the presenting and sharing of objects, 

artifacts, and artworks influence and shape ideas, beliefs, and experiences? How do objects, artifacts, 

and artworks that are collected, preserved, or presented, cultivate appreciation and understanding? 



Process Component: Present 

CONNECTING—Anchor Standard 11: Relate artistic ideas and works with societal, cultural, and 

historical context to deepen understanding. 

Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of society, culture, and history 

through their interactions with and analysis of art. 

Essential Questions: How does art help us understand the lives of people of different times, places, 

and cultures? How is art used to impact the views of a society? How does art preserve aspects of life? 

Process Component: Relate 

 

  

Learning Objectives (related to standards, specific to your project) 

1. Students will generate artistic work by conceptualizing, organizing, and completing their artistic 

ideas. They will refine original work through persistence, reflection, and evaluation. 

2.Students will explore the idea of making art that engages with and enhances a local 

community. 

3.Students will select and develop subject matter to reflect their knowledge of the historical and or 

contextual use of a space in the community. 

4.Students will analyze and describe the relationships of subjects, themes, and symbols to 

communicate intended meaning in their artworks and interpreting the artworks of others. 

Anticipatory Set: 

(List specific statements or activities you will use to focus students on the lesson for the day.) 

In order to familiarize students with Snapchat, the anticipatory set will call for them to begin exploring 

the sticker feature. Students will first learn how to create stickers on Snapchat, using their smartphone 

or tablet with access to Snapchat and with instruction. 

First, they will explore the feature and engage with the Snapchat custom sticker feature by creating 

stickers. The subjects they choose will be based on sample artwork provided on the sample worksheet. 

Next, they will practice placing their custom stickers onto pictures or videos taken through Snapchat. This 

is a way to peak their curiosity for what the project will concern.  

 

Teacher and students may begin by discussing murals they have seen in and around their city or 

elsewhere, and what purposes murals/public art might serve in communities. 

Big Idea:  

(This is the non-art based theme that students will be creating their work about) 

Discuss the purposes and benefits of community projects, and understand the process of writing a 

proposal for an artwork. 

Essential Question:  

(an open-ended arts question that has no right/wrong or simple answer) 

How can large scale public art change a space? Can you think of a space in your community that 

would benefit from a large artwork? What would be the concept of the artwork and how would it 

relate to the chosen space? 

Objective/Purpose:  

(For the student's benefit, explain what students will be able to do by the end of the 

lesson and why these objectives are important to accomplish.):  



Students will select and develop subject matter to reflect their knowledge of historical, societal or cultural 

issues that resonate within their community. 

To explore the idea of making art that engages with and enhances a local community. 

To create a professional proposal for a site specific mural that includes a theme, images, sketches, a 

budget, and materials. 

Model: 

(If you will be demonstrating the skill or competence, how will this be done?): 

We will demo how to use Snapchat to place the students artwork in the community space, and will give 

them chances to interact with their peers and test this out on their own.  

We will offer past samples as examples of the possibilities of this project, and can have the class 

participate in an example together by going through the brainstorming sheet and coming up with possible 

ideas to get them started. 

Check for Understanding: 

(Identify strategies to be used to determine if students have learned the 

objectives.): 

Focus on mural/sculpture projects by an assortment of artists and discuss with students the logistics of 

creating a large public art piece. What do they think is involved in creating such a large scale project? Talk 

about funding, collaboration, research, approval of ideas, permission, etc. 

Discuss also the purposes and benefits of community projects. How can large scale public art change a 

space? Can you think of a space in your community that would benefit from a large mural or sculpture? 

What would be the concept of the art and how would it relate to the chosen space? 

Explain to students that they will be creating a proposal for a large scale project. Students can pair up and 

decide on a space within their school or local community. Students should start by taking an image of the 

space and brainstorming possibilities on provided . It is important for students to spend time in the space 

and ask themselves how the individuals already directly engage and exist in this space. What would they 

like to see happen to this location? And what meaning or history does this place have for them? 

With the use of social media platform Snapchat’s custom sticker feature, students can augment over top of 

a photo of the chosen space. Students should also be thinking about the style and location of this piece, 

and how the two relate as a whole. 

Once students have completed their representation of the space with Snapchat’s custom sticker feature, 

they should write out their proposal in a word document. This is a two to three  paragraph description of 

their ideas, their reasoning and how the mural would benefit the space. 

Next students should focus on the hypothetical logistics of the projects. Who would they have to get 

permission from and what steps would that take? They should also consider the length of the project. How 

long would it take to complete? 

With the proposal students should make a list of materials needed and create and a proposed project 

budget. This list should include and estimate of cost and quantity for each material. Students can use the 

internet to research these costs. They should also consider how much they will be paid as artists to create 

this mural and provided a justification (for example cost per square footage, or set pricing for 

experience...) 

 

 



 

 

Step by Step Instruction of Lesson 

Instructional Strategies 

(what the teacher does) 

Activities 

(what the students do) 

Day 1: The teacher will have 

students open up the Snapchat 

app or download it. Then, the 

teacher will present the 

anticipatory set. The teacher will 

demonstrate how to create a 

custom sticker on Snapchat 

utilizing a screen recording of the 

process along with verbal 

instruction. The teacher will then 

give a short lecture on Site 

Specific Art and explain the 

project and its process. A 

brainstorming worksheet will be 

handed out and the teacher will 

lead the class in brainstorming a 

theoretical example.  

Day 1: Students will participate 

in the anticipatory set, learn the 

history regarding site-specific 

public art via a powerpoint given 

by the teacher, and start a 

brainstorming worksheet.  

Day 2: The teacher will assist 

students in helping to develop 

their concepts and choosing their 

materials.  

 

Day 2: Students will develop 

concept based on ideas from the 

worksheet. They will also choose 

their materials. 

Day 3: Teacher will help students 

with their artwork if needed.  

Day 3: Students will decide on a 

concept/idea and begin to create 

their mock. 

Day 4: Teacher will help students 

with their artwork if needed.  

Day 4: Students will continue 

working on their mock.  

Day 5: Teacher will 

lecture/present to students on 

Day 5: Students will learn about 

writing a proposal, the purpose 



proposals, encompassing the 

process, the content, and other 

information needed. Teacher will 

then help students with their 

artwork/proposal if needed. This 

is the final workday for students. 

of a proposal, and the general 

technicalities of proposals. 

Students will then continue to 

work on their mock and start 

their proposal. This is their final 

workday. 

Day 6: The teacher will collect 

their artwork and proposal. 

Teacher will divide students into 

groups of 4 and provide them 

instructions on the purpose and 

process of a judging committee. 

The teacher will also explain the 

objective and process for the 

groups to select an artwork.  

Day 6: The artwork (their 

Snapchat picture or video) should 

be completed.  Students will be 

divided into groups of 4. Each 

member will take turns 

presenting while the rest of the 

group acts a judging committee. 

Students will then choose one 

artwork that they feel is the most 

cohesive. All students will submit 

their artwork and proposal 

through email.  

Day 7: The teacher will facilitate 

the presentations.  

Day 7: Each group will say which 

artwork was chosen and explain 

why to the class. Each student 

whose artwork was chosen will 

present it to the classroom.  

  

Critique/Discussion: (What method of review and evaluation will be used to complete the 

lesson?): 

Students will break into groups of 4 working as a small panel arts committee, 

taking turns expanding upon there proposal and defending their project and 

choice 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Assessment/Scoring Rubric 

  

 

Category 

4 3 2 1 Score 

 

Design/Compositi

on 

Student applied 

elements and 

principles of art 

with great skill. 

Student applied 

elements and 

principles of art 

with fair skill. 

 

Student attempted 

to apply elements 

and principles of art 

but could use more 

effort. 

Student did not 

attempt to apply most 

elements principles to 

his/her own work. 

 

 

  

Location & 

Concept 

Relationship 

There is 

cohesiveness 

between the 

chosen location 

and concept. 

A relationship is 

identified 

between 

location and 

concept. 

Location is identified 

but does not directly 

address its 

relationship to the 

concept. 

The relationship 

between location and 

concept is not 

identified. 

 

 Proposal 

  

Student 

developed a great 

proposal for their 

site specific art 

and included all 

the components 

of a proposal 

(theme, images, 

sketches, a 

requested 

budget, and 

materials).  

Student created 

a good proposal 

for their site 

specific art but 

did not include 

one of the 

components of 

a proposal 

(theme, images, 

sketches, a 

requested 

budget, and 

materials). 

 

Student created a 

fair proposal for their 

site specific art but 

missed a few 

components of the 

proposal (theme, 

images, sketches, a 

requested budget, 

and materials. 

Student did not create 

a proper proposal for 

their site specific art. 

Did not include any of 

the proposal 

components (theme, 

images, sketches, a 

requested budget, and 

materials) in their 

proposal. 

 

  

       Total Score:  


